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In March, a driver was killed in a collision with an Amtrak train in Oakland Park. Charles Stringfield, 77, drove his Lexus 


into the path of a northbound train as it began to go through the crossing, the Broward Sheriff’s Office said 


Officials considering drones, suicide hotline 
to help reduce pedestrian, driver fatalities 


By Lisa J. HURIASH 
Staff writer 


monitor whether trespassers are on 
the tracks. 

Twenty-three people died in Mi- 
ami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach 
counties through September this 
year, compared with 14 in all of 2016, 
according to the figures compiled by 
the Federal Railroad Administration. 

— Ten people died on railroad 
tracks in Broward County through 


The number of people killed on 
train tracks rose this year across 
South Florida, as transit officials 
hope new anti-suicide programs will 
help prevent deaths in 2018. 

Tri-Rail is beginning a suicide 
hotline after the New Year. And 
there’s consideration to begin patrol- 


ling railroad corridors with drones to See TRACKS, 8A 


At least 6 die in 
Wash. train crash 


At least six people died as 
an Amtrak train on the first 
run of a new service de- 
railed near Olympia, Wash., 
sending rail cars crashing 
onto an interstate. The train 
was supposed to have 
slowed before entering a 
curve where the derailment 
occurred, but it’s not clear 
whether it did. Story, 3A 


Tonight’s Boca Raton Bowl 
could cause traffic tangles 


Officials are expecting big traffic for tonight’s Boca 
Raton Bowl, and they’re urging those not attending the 
football game to avoid the area. 

Florida Atlantic University will battle the University of 
Akron at FAU Stadium, 777 Glades Road, at 7 p.m. Drivers 
are asked to steer clear of Spanish River Boulevard. 

Ongoing lane closures for the new Spanish River Inter- 
change at I-95 will be suspended to accommodate traffic 
for the game, according to the Florida Department of 
Transportation. 

The game will be broadcast live on ESPN. Read more 
about the matchup on 1C. 

—Marci Shatzman 
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FAU junior Kennedy Cooks performs with her color 
guard team at a pep rally Monday night at Mizner Park. 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 
Tax bill picks up support 


Two more senators endorse package 
as it lurches toward passage. 2A 


Doctors, others say tax plan could 
threaten care for millions. 2A 


ete Etter 


BOOK YOUR LUNCH/DINNER/BRUNCH HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW 
OFFERING SPECIALTY MENUS FOR PARTIES OF 18 OR MORE 
SCOTTISH SALMON, GRILLED OR BLACKENED MAHI-MAHI, CHICKEN 
PARMESAN, TERIYAKI SKIRT STEAK BENTO, TERIYAKI SALMON 
BENTO, 21-DAY AGED CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF NEW YORK STRIP. 


*All bentos are served with sticky rice, buttered sweet potatoes, sautéed edamame, snap 
peas, carrot & zucchini Expires 12/27/2017 Cannot be combined with ae other offers 


ai 
EXP. 12/27/2017 HCP 
Cannot be combined with any | i 
other offers. One coupon per T 
O entrée. Must present coupon. 
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Health care pros are anxious Trump on ‘America First’ 


President describes immigration 
system as threat to security. 8A 


EXP. 12/27/2017 HCP 


Cannot be combined with any 1 


We reach nearly 1.5 million adults every week with the combined resources of: 


South Florida 
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Suspect in 


T-ball bat 
death takes 
plea deal 


60-year term 
spares man trial 


By MARC FREEMAN 
Staff writer 


One of two men charged 
in the slaying of a Boynton 
Beach woman with a child’s 
baseball bat pleaded guilty 
Monday to spare himself 
from a possible death sen- 
tence. 

Herbert Savell got a 
60-year prison term, avoid- 
ing a trial set to begin next 
month. 

Savell, 29, stood in court 
as prosecutor Reid Scott de- 
scribed the former Alabama 
man’s role in the horrific fi- 
nal hours of 35-year-old 
Margeaux Greenwald’s life 
on June 5, 2014. 

It started with Green- 
wald, and her roommates 
Savell and Andrew Hoff- 
man, 31, getting high to- 


gether on pills and cocaine. 
The two men then hatched 
a plan to sell her belongings 
for drug money, so they 
bound her with belts and 
neckties, wrapped her in 
plastic bags, and stuffed her 
in the trunk of her 2005 
Chrysler 300, Scott said. 

While driving, the assail- 
ants heard banging noises 
from the trunk as Green- 
wald tried to escape. 

They stopped at a Target 
to buy a bat, and then pro- 
ceeded to a wooded area 
just west of Palm Beach 
Gardens Mall. There, 
Greenwald was taken out of 
the trunk and clubbed over 
her head and body by Hoff- 
man while Savell watched, 
the prosecutor said. 

“Blood saturated the 
ground,” Scott noted, add- 
ing that Savell dragged the 
victim’s body behind a con- 
crete culvert before the men 


See SLAYING, 8A 


Airport shooting 
trial postponed 


No decision yet 
on death penalty 


By PAULA MCMAHON 
Staff writer 


The trial of Esteban San- 
tiago, accused of fatally 
shooting five people and 
wounding six at Fort Lau- 
derdale’s airport, has been 
postponed until at least 
June 1 as prosecutors de- 
cide whether to seek the 
death penalty. 

Santiago’s trial had tenta- 
tively been scheduled for 
Jan. 22 in federal court in 
Miami, but U.S. District 
Judge Beth Bloom agreed to 
postpone the trial until June 
during a court hearing 
Monday afternoon. 

Santiago, 27, who grew 
up in Puerto Rico and most 
recently lived in Anchorage, 
Alaska, has pleaded not 
guilty to a 22-count indict- 
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Esteban Santiago’s trial had 
been set for Jan. 22. 


ment in the Jan. 6 mass 
shooting at Fort Lau- 
derdale-Hollywood Inter- 
national Airport. Ten of the 
charges carry a potential 
death sentence or life in fed- 
eral prison. 

Prosecutors said they 
will need until late April to 


See SANTIAGO, 8A 


PURCHASE YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS NOW & RECEIVE 
2 COMPLIMENTARY SPECIALTY DRINK CARDS. FOR EVERY 
$50 GIFT CARD PURCHASED, YOUR NAME WILL BE 
ENTERED IN A DAILY DRAWING TO WIN A $50 GIFT CARD. 
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